
  

 
 

Support House Bill 1315/Senate Bill 6294: Training Requirements for Concealed Pistol License 
Applicants 

 

Bottom Line: In the majority of states, a person must undergo firearm safety training and get a 
permit to carry a concealed handgun in public. Safety training requirements are an important 
component of the permitting system. In fact, most gun owners support permit training 
requirements.1 Washington does not currently require applicants for Concealed Pistol Licenses to 
undergo any safety training. This bill would help promote responsible gun ownership and public 
safety in Washington by requiring firearm safety training for Concealed Pistol License applicants.   

q Currently in Washington, Concealed Pistol License applicants are not required to undergo 
any firearm safety training.   

Ø To carry a concealed handgun in public in Washington, a person must get a Concealed Pistol 
License.  

Ø There are over 625,000 active Concealed Pistol Licenses (CPL) in Washington, meaning that 
one of every twelve Washingtonians is a CPL holder.2 

Ø Currently, a person who wishes to apply for a CPL is not required to undergo firearm safety 
training or demonstrate that they can actually handle or fire a handgun responsibly. 

Ø This means that current CPL holders who have received their license from the state have 
never been required to undergo training on Washington’s gun laws or show they know how 
to safely handle a handgun.  

q There is wide consensus on the importance of firearm training, including live-fire training, 
for concealed carry license holders.  

Ø Law enforcement experts, firearms trainers and military personnel all overwhelmingly agree 
that citizens carrying concealed weapons in public should undertake firearm training 
including live fire.3  

Ø In a recent national survey, over 80 percent of respondents said that they agree or strongly 
agree that individuals should receive training before owning a firearm.4 

q Comprehensive firearm training for CPL holders can meaningfully improve public safety.   

Ø In a self-defense experiment involving a firearm simulator, participants with higher levels of 
firearm training and experience performed better than their counterparts with lower levels 
of training. In the simulation, many lower-skilled participants accidentally shot innocent 
bystanders or unarmed people.5 

Ø In Wisconsin, since mandatory hunting safety training courses have been required, there has 
been a substantial decline in fatal and non-fatal incidents during the state’s annual deer 
hunting season.6  

q HB 1315/SB 6294 would create training requirements for all Concealed Pistol License 
applicants.   

Ø The bill would establish a mandatory training requirement that all CPL applicants must 
demonstrate completion of before they are issued a license.  
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Ø These requirements would include a minimum of eight hours of instruction on a variety of 
subject areas related to handgun safety, including secure storage, handgun use and safety, 
and suicide prevention. There would also be a live-fire training component to be completed 
on a firing range, requiring an actual demonstration of safe use of a handgun.   

§ Training on how to store guns securely directly impacts gun violence. One study found 
that households that locked both firearms and ammunition were associated with a 78 
percent lower risk of self-inflicted firearm injuries and an 85 percent lower risk of 
unintentional firearm injuries among children, compared to those that locked neither.7  

§ Suicide prevention training could help reduce the prevalence of gun suicide in the state. 
Currently, 76 percent of all gun deaths in Washington are suicides. Every year, 545 
people in Washington die by gun suicide on average.8 Strikingly, 56 percent of all gun 
deaths among children and teens in the state are suicides.9 

Ø All training courses would be administered by certified handgun instructors and all 
applicants would be required to submit proof of training from one of these certified trainers. 

q Concealed pistol licensing training could help prevent shootings. 

Ø There have been numerous instances where Concealed Pistol License holders in Washington 
have unintentionally shot themselves or others with a gun, including instances where 
unintentional shootings occurred in places where children and families play and work.10 

Ø Tragically, there have been instances where children have shot themselves or been struck 
due to the preventable actions of CPL holders. In one instance in Tacoma, a 3-year-old boy 
shot and killed himself with a gun he found in his family car.11 In Thurston County, a CPL 
holder was arrested after a toddler was unintentionally wounded as the gun he owned was 
passed around at a party.12 

q Washington is 1 of only 10 states in the country that does not require training before 
issuing a license to carry a concealed handgun.   

Ø 31 states and DC require some version of training for license applicants. 13 

§ 26 of these states require that a person complete live-fire training before being issued a 
license to carry a concealed handgun.    
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